
 

 

 

 

Quarterly Newsletter 2-2019 

Thank you for your interest in the work that we do and for the kind support. The second quarter of 2019 was 
one that was very engaging for us as an organization. We are grateful for the support and partnerships we 
received this quarter. 
 
We hope you have a nice time as you catch up on our activities during April, May, and June. We will be glad to 
read from you also. 

 
 
 
Cocoa Pods to Black Soap Project! 
 
The first cohort of participants from the cocoa pods to black soap project has completed the 4 months intensive 
training program, where they not only learned how to make soaps but
communications, customer relations, marketing, business management, bookkeeping, gender issues and lots 
more. They have now moved on the next phase of the project which is internship and setting up their 
cooperative. We have also given them a conditional grant of 57USD to help them kick start their small
enterprise. We are working with them daily to see how they can grow their business through mentorship 
support. We also have an agreement through the craft arm of the or
made, so they can constantly earn. In a week they produce 30kg of black soap powder which they sell at 
25USD. 

Click here to see a short appreciation video from the parti

 

 

 

 

Frikannah Theatre at Rural Got Talent 1.0 
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Women from the black soap unit making plans on how the 
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Bamboo Transplant! 

In 2018, we received a grant from The Pollination Project to set up a bamboo nursery in Imafon community. 
This was planned as the future of the bamboo unit. We are glad to inform you that in April 2019 we were able to 
transplant the bamboo to a forest land we acquired for the organization. In 3 more years, we will have our 
bamboo forest which also means that the future of the bamboo unit is safe. We are grateful to LB foundation for 
the making this dream come true. 

 

Biogas from Toilet Waste 

It started with a single dream not just to have a toilet in our facility, but to have one where we can generate 
biogas. We want to create a circular system where nothing goes to waste within the office environment. We are 
very happy to let you know that we have successfully brought this dream to life. With the kind support of Wale 
an expert at creating biodigesters, we have been able to complete our toilet project and are currently generating 
biogas from our waste. This is used in our small kitchen to cook, so we that our participants can have something 
to eat during the training program. It is also interesting to note that this very impossible project for all our 
participants has given them a new perspective about waste. They say " there is nothing called waste, even my 
shit is making a difference.   

 
 

Completed toilet building with bio digester Construction of bio digester for the toilet 

Black soaps made from cocoa pods by our women Celebration of workers day in the office 
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Can Women be Architects? 

This was a question asked by Deborah, one of the participants at the black soap unit within the organization. 
She wanted to know what architecture was all about and so we were very pleased when Hannah, a female 
architect came visiting our office. She took our women through what architecture is all about and also through 
her own life experiences debunked their belief that architecture is a field meant only for men. Now Deborah and 
the other women within the organization can see possibilities. One of our women, Esther, has said she would 
like to be a motor mechanic as this has been more of her fantasy. We are hopeful that we can support her to 
pursue this dream.  

 
 
Expanding Knowledge 
 
As part of the learning and sharing experience to grow our network as an organization, our founder, Tony Joy 
visited different social enterprises in Rwanda and Uganda. The following where the organizations she visited 
Dream Village, Kyusa, Village Enterprise, SINA, Heart to Heart Initiative and Tukole Arts. From this experience, 
she is looking forward to building partnerships with these organizations and some others across Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our women getting the materials ready for making soaps from cocoa pod Hannah introducing our participants to architecture 

Tony Joy, founder of Durian and the co-founders of Tukole Arts Uganda Briquettes made by Heart to Heart Initiative, 

Uganda 
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Bamboo to Value Empowerment Program- Second Cohort 
 
On the 29th of April, 2019, we welcomed the second cohort of participants for our bamboo to value 
empowerment program. They will be with us for 4 months, after which they will start their internship program as 
well as set up their cooperative. So far, the participants have been learning so fast and have shown so much 
interest in using bamboo craft as a tool for retelling their own stories. 
 

 
 
Rural Got Talent 1.0 
 
Rural Got Talent is a project initiated by Tony Joy, the founder of Durian. Through this project, she wishes to 
celebrate talents in rural communities. Durian is proud to be one of the partners for this project. The event saw  
20 creatives from within Imafon, igusi and Ilado communities competing for the prizes. The contestants showed 
talents from the genre of music, dance, and comedy. Owoyemi Ayomide, the IDOMA cultural troupe, and 
Deborah Ojonimi took first, second and third positions respectively during the program. 
 

 
 
 

The new participants learning how to make hand bands from 

bamboo 

The new participants with newly harvested bamboo for work 

Owoyemi Ayomide, winner of Rural Got Talent 1.0 Idoma Cultural troupe at Rural Got Talent 1.0 
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Imafon Community Clean up Exercise 
 
As part of the activities mapped out on educating the community on the Disaster prosed by improper waste 
management, Durian staff, participants and volunteers, educated the community on the value of waste and also 
engaged in general community clean up. This activity was a result of the training on Disaster and Risk Reduction 
(DRR) the organization was a part of. Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) is a systematic approach to identifying, 
assessing and reducing the risks of disaster. It aims to reduce socio-economic vulnerabilities to disaster as well 
as dealing with the environmental and other hazards that trigger them. Christian Rural & Urban Development 
Association of Nigeria (CRUDAN) carried out a Two-Day interactive meeting with 10 targeted communities to 
form and engage 10 coalitions for Disaster Risk Reduction, Preparedness and Response/Formation of Coalition, 
and for the Imafon Community Durian NG was invited to take part in this significant review of policy and 
formation process for this cause. 

 

Progress on the Hall Construction 
 
During the second quarter of the year, we lifted the walls of the hall with another 3000 pet bottles. With over 
10000 pet bottles previously used, we are tackling the threat posed by pet bottles to the environment. We are 
also educating the community on the possibilities around what they call waste. Our women, children, and staff 
joined throughout in the process of sand filling the pet bottles.  
 

 
Ondo state Office of Innovation and Development visits Durian 
 
The Ondo State Office of Innovation and Partnerships, as well as GIZ, visited our office space to see the work 
we are doing. They had this to say about our work after the visit-  

“You never know how powerful you are till you try to create something from nothing and that something 
becomes outstanding... that is the core of innovation.  Today we visited Durian Nigeria and we are extremely 
proud of the innovative minds of the people in this space. 
Durian Nigeria is a nonprofit that empowers rural communities to be self-sufficient through transforming their 
local waste into a means of livelihood. Imagine a community where bicycles, furniture, household items, and 
musical instruments are made out of bamboo! It is truly impressive. 
They have a Leadership program, waste to value training program, they also provide an eco-friendly space for 
startups in their ecosystem to work while providing startup support to these entrepreneurs. 
We are glad to see these young minds creating value from what we would normally call waste. “ 

 

Walls made from pet bottles Exhibition of our craft at Ibadan Business School 
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Visitations 
 
Paul Wasswa from Uganda 
 
The Founder of Manywa Children Initiative, Uganda, Paul Wasswa came by the Village. The Initiative is aimed at 
child support and community development. He came to learn more about how we engage the communities in 
the process of change, especially on how our rural children learning space works.  

 
Nkenga Ernest from Cameroon 
 
Nkenga is the founder of Africa patriotic Youth Council Movement visited our facility to see how we are running a 
sustainable cycle. He has been following up our work on social media and when he had the opportunity to visit 
Nigeria, he came by. He noted that the work we are doing is one that would last a lifetime, and maybe as time 
goes on we can spread it across different countries in the world. 

 

Olutosin Adebowale from Lagos 
 
The Director of Tosin Turns Trash to Treasure, Olutosin, is a strong voice in Nigeria who is using arts and crafts 
as a tool for fighting against Violence against women and girls. She shared her story with our women and girls 
as well as offered counseling services to the women. She charged them to see themselves as treasures and not 
trash no matter what their story. She also shared the wonderful Craft our women are making on social media 
and we have had very good sales through her network. Our participants are motivated to doing more, as they 
see that foreigners are interested in their craft. This network opened up the market for us to reach out to 
countries like the United States and the United Kingdom. 
 
Fasakin Aduragbemi from Ekiti 
 
Fasakin Aduragbemi is the CEO of Advice farms. He visited the craft village and shared his passion for snail 
farming and development with the family. He also committed to supporting our project in ways that he can 
every year. We are so glad and are looking forward to working with him on creating value out of snail shells. 
 
  
 
 
 

Guests from the Ondo state office of Innovation and Partnerships; 

and GIZ, learning more about our black soaps 

Olutosin Adebowale of Tosin Turn Trash to Treasure sharing her 

story with the Durian Family 
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Visitations- Monica Wanjiru K. from Kenya 
 
Entito Africa Initiative is a community-based organization that focuses on fast-tracking the eradication of Female 
Genital Mutilation, early marriages, gender violence against Girls in Kajiado County, Kenya. The Organization 
was founded by Monica. She visited our village and with so much energy and enthusiasm shared her story with 
our community. She encouraged our women and girls to speak up against Female Genital Mutilation in the 
community.  

 

Durian Welcomes a Baby! 
 
We are glad to inform you all that we were blessed with a baby boy in the month of June. His name is 
Oluwajomiloju Oluwaferanmi Afere. He brought and continues to bring so much joy and happiness to the Durian 
Family. We are dedicated to working more to seeing that children like Jomiloju will have access to quality 
education through our proposed Green School project for children.  

 

Durian in the media 

Blog posts 
https://www.instagram.com/p/B0QV4PhHWNF/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link 
http://doxamagazine.com/doxa-maiden-edition-the-brain-behind-home-advantage-africa-the-seun-fakorede/ 

Dear Friends/supporters, 
Without your help, we would not have been able to achieve so much in the first quarter of 2019.  

A very special thanks goes to the LB Foundation and World Connect. 
Therefore on behalf of our participants and the entire Durian team we say thank you very much for your 

ongoing support. Thank you also for helping us by sharing this newsletter. 
Warm regards, 

The entire Durian Team and Tony Joy 
 

If you wish to support the work of Durian, you can do this here. 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH 

www.facebook.com/duriannigeria 
www.durian.org.ng 

Monica Wanjiru sharing her work with our women  Jomiloju, our baby and his mother 

https://www.instagram.com/p/B0QV4PhHWNF/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
http://doxamagazine.com/doxa-maiden-edition-the-brain-behind-home-advantage-africa-the-seun-fakorede/
http://www.durian.org.ng/make-a-donation/
http://www.facebook.com/duriannigeria
http://www.durian.org.ng/



