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Quarterly Newsletter 2-2018 

At Durian, we walked into the second quarter of the year with love and gratitude. It has been a super amazing 

second quarter of 2018. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Korede Bello Initiative!  

It was an amazing surprise for Durian and the Children in the learning space as we were visited by Korede Bello 

Initiative in April 2018. An Initiative owned by the popular musician Korede Bello. The Initiative found out about 
our work through our social media platform.  The children at our rural children learning space were gifted with 

reading books, new clothes, soap, drinks, xylophone and the likes. The smiles and happiness of our children is 
unlimited and unending. We hope to have him in our space soon. It means a lot to us. We give a big thank you 

cheer to Korede Bello.  

Fortune and Bright are back to school! 

Fortune and Bright are children at our rural children learning space. When school resumed in the month of April, 
we found out that they stayed at home for over 3 weeks. We decided to ask questions and found out that their 

parent cannot afford to pay their school fees. As a part of our development projects we decided to fundraise to 
send the children back to school. 

We reached out to the public and raised enough money to get Fortune and Bright back to the classroom!  We 

are also working hard from our end to empower their parents with skills, so that in the future they can pay their 
children's school fees.    
 
They are now making their own school sandals! 

We were amazed that our children at the Rural Children Learning Space made their own sandals. We realized 

that most of our children do not have good school sandals. So instead of buying shoes for them, we decided to 
teach them how to make their own low cost school sandals. We are also currently looking at how to make shoe 

soles from tires. It was a fruitful school break for our children. Thanks to Michael Akinfiloye, our programs officer 
who dedicated his time to teaching the children.  

 

 

 

Handball game during children sport fiesta        Children at the learning space with R Frutig and Tony 
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Feedback from our leadership training  

After our leadership training, this is what three of our beneficiaries have to say-  

“My name is Ogunleye Dusunmi. I came to Durian to learn and gain many things. For the first day of coming to 
Durian, I was thinking it is just playing and fun, but later, I know that is not fun. Firstly, I learnt about Nursing 

cocoa, palm-tree and others. Secondly, I learnt how to do poultry farm. I now know about chicken and turkey 

and how to use the waste to make organic fertilizer. I still learnt how to participate in cooperative groups and 
how to do businesses and make profit out of it. I learnt also about how to make black soaps and I enjoyed it. By 

the time I am learning the soap, we went to Idanre to learn and I enjoyed the program. I also learnt during the 
program how to make school bags and I gained many things from Durian. Now I am happy to be a Durian 

member and I pray to God Almighty to up hold my boss Tony Joy and my second boss Mr. Michael and 

colleagues.” 
 

“I am Kolawole Emmanuel by name. I am a native Osun state but reside at Ilado along Igbatoro road ,Akure. I 

don’t know I can cope with the training in the first place but when I came to the training am so happy that I did 
the training at Durian. I learnt a lot at Durian, before I don’t know that I can stand on my own until I 

participated in the training at Durian. I am happy that I came to Durian at the end of the training I give more 
kudos to my boss Tony Joy for her advice day and night”  

 “My name is Ogar Margaret. I want to say a very big thank you to Durian and all those who are in support of 

Durian in one way or the other. Durian has helped me in a very big way to fulfill one of my dreams. I desire to 
learn how to sew school bags and souvenir and Durian helped me to get that for free and not just that they also 

gave me (jara) bonus of soap making. Although we have not started making money from the training as it is the 

purpose of Durian for training us, Durian taught us how to catch fish and not just how to eat fish. With what 
Durian taught us, we can take care of our financial responsibilities for ourselves and our families. But I also want 

to plead with the supporters of Durian to please help us with sewing machines because we need it for sewing 
the school bags that we’ve been taught. Once again I say a big thank you to Durian.”  

 

Childhood Leadership  
It was a wet day in the office and the children were on mid-term break. Our children decided to spend some 

time with us. The only difference this time was that they decided to manage themselves! They went Crab 

hunting, decided to cook it themselves, and shared it with one another without any conflict.  
It was so beautiful to see them do things together in unity. We are glad that they are learning so fast how to 

work as a team.  

Children holding their school sandals Success 5 years old holding her sandal 
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Children eating together from the same plate 

 
Clean Environment Children Sport Fiesta 

Celebrating June 5th world environmental day, we organized a clean environment children sport fiesta in 
collaboration with Pace Impact Initiative. We used sport as a tool for teaching the children in Imafon about 

keeping their environment clean.   

The sports we did were handball, football, sack race, egg on spoon and 100m race. Through each game we 
emphasized the need for the children to use a waste bin as well as keep their environment clean. To make this 

very clear, we divided the children into two teams which were clean environment and good health. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From a kind heart to our lovely kid 
Mandy Rachael donated school sandals to the children at our rural children learning space. It was an immense 

Sack race during the clean environment sport fiesta Presentation of school sandals donated by Mandy Rachael 

Designs to the children 
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Joy and happiness and their parents were excited. The kids were motivated to study more. We can already feel 

an increase in their confidence level. They also wrote letters back to Mandy, so you know how happy they were. 
The letters are part of the pictures below. 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We now have a sewing machine!  
Special thanks to Oluwaseyi Psalm David of Creatv Colony for borrowing a sewing machine to us that we can use 

for trainings and production until we get ours. We are very grateful for this. Our beneficiaries who learnt how to 

make school bags can now start sewing bags for sale. Oluwaseyi Psalm David is a business development and 
management young leader. His company Creatv Colony provides resources for young entrepreneurs to learn and 

build their business skills. 
 

Coconut Shell Evolution  

Coconut Shells in some part of the world is considered an instrument for cooking or disposed, while some others 
are find it very valuable. As part of our core values is creativity which includes turning waste into value, we have 

decided to try our hands on different items we can produce with Coconut shell. We hope to start an 
immeasurable empowerment program for the community on how make valuables such as jewelries, Hand Bags, 

Pen and Key Holders, etc. from coconut shells. We are not only creating beauty from waste, we are using waste 
to create job opportunities for sustenance. We are glad to announce this new development in our community. 

We are looking forward to the future of this project. 

Our eco-friendly craft training center roofed 

We are glad to inform you that through the kind support of LB Foundation, we have been able to construct a 
roof on the training center. We wish to say THANK YOU to the LB Foundation for believing in us. We will start 

using this building for our first ever bamboo to value empowerment program. The training commences in July, 
2018. This project is also supported by LB Foundation.  

 

Some of the letters written by the children 

Before After 
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Partnership with High school NGO connect  

Launched in 2017, High School NGO Connect delivers global minded academic enrichment rooted in 
humanitarian missions. Skype interviews introduce students to leaders of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) 

that furnish food, shelter, medicine, education and other critical aid where governments are unwilling or unable 
to assist their citizens. Notwithstanding their own economic limitations, compassionate students in low-income 

U.S. communities embrace worldwide humanitarian challenges. Their generosity spurs engagement. A voice on 
the world stage encourages them to polish advocacy skills and raise expectations vis-a-vis education and 

careers.  

We are glad to welcome volunteers from Uplift 

Academy Newark in Newark, New Jersey, to the 
organization. During the month of June, Our founder; 

Tony Joy; spoke to the students through a Skype call 
set up by High school connect. Ever since, the 

students have shown passion about doing something 
in their community. We are proud of what they are 

doing. We are looking forward to collaboration next 

year with counterparts in Akure, they are mulling 
plans for turning waste and scrap into art with a 

humanitarian theme. Leon Brown a student from 
Uplift Academy after the interview with Tony Joy 

said, “We need NGOs, not to make the world 

peaceful because that is not possible, but to make 
the world a better place. It’s always going to be a 

process. So stay true to that process. An NGO will 
take you there."  

  

Durian in the media 

Blog posts 
https://ynaija.com/the-activism-blog-from-trash-to-treasure-the-durian-way/ 

http://businessondo.com/rural-communities-can-become-hubs-innovative-creativity-enterprise-development-
tony-joy/ 

http://www.sunshinedailywatch.com/2018/05/16/rural-communities-can-become-hubs-innovative-creativity-

enterprise-development-tony-joy/ 
https://csnewspaper.com/ondo-community-where-pupils-trek-to-school-barefooted-kabiyesi-travels-abroad-for-

leisure/ 
 

Video story 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rC-Z8cI-fI 
 

Dear Friends/supporters, 
Without your help, we would not have been able to achieve so much in the second quarter of 2018.  
A very special thanks goes to the LB Foundation. 
Therefore on behalf of our participants and the entire Durian team we say thank you very much for your 
ongoing support. Thank you also for helping us by sharing this newsletter. 
Warm regards, 
The entire Durian Team and Tony Joy 
 

If you wish to support the work of Durian, you can do this here. 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH 

www.facebook.com/duriannigeria  

www.durian.org.ng 

Volunteers at Uplift Academy Newark 

https://ynaija.com/the-activism-blog-from-trash-to-treasure-the-durian-way
http://businessondo.com/rural-communities-can-become-hubs-innovative-creativity-enterprise-development-tony-joy
http://businessondo.com/rural-communities-can-become-hubs-innovative-creativity-enterprise-development-tony-joy
http://www.sunshinedailywatch.com/2018/05/16/rural-communities-can-become-hubs-innovative-creativity-enterprise-development-tony-joy
http://www.sunshinedailywatch.com/2018/05/16/rural-communities-can-become-hubs-innovative-creativity-enterprise-development-tony-joy
https://csnewspaper.com/ondo-community-where-pupils-trek-to-school-barefooted-kabiyesi-travels-abroad-for-leisure/
https://csnewspaper.com/ondo-community-where-pupils-trek-to-school-barefooted-kabiyesi-travels-abroad-for-leisure/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rC-Z8cI-fI
http://www.durian.org.ng/make-a-donation/
http://www.facebook.com/duriannigeria
http://www.durian.org.ng/

