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Quarterly Newsletter 1-2018 
The first quarter of 2018 visited us with so much warmth and love. The green of the trees, the 
beautiful butterflies playing around, the cold breeze that visits our skin under our unique bamboo 
shed, the laughter of the children, the smiles on the faces of our participants, and the joy of watching 
the bamboo nursery as it grows. These have been the blend of emotions that we experienced at 
Durian in the first quarter of the year.   

Dear readers, thank you for your interest in our first ever newsletter. We are glad to take you through 
all that has informed all the emotions we have had in the past months. Permit us to formally welcome 
you to Durian. At Durian we empower rural communities to become self-sufficient through 
transforming their local waste into value. We started full operation in January 2018 as an offspring of 
Making a Difference Foundation.  

Join us we take you through our journey in the first quarter! 

 

Rural Children Learning Space! 

Imagine a space where children in rural communities come together to learn! Reading, writing and 
turning waste materials into musical instruments 
Imagine a 9 year old boy playing drums made out of waste jerry cans!   
This is exactly what the rural children learning space is all about. Every Saturday's at Durian we meet 
with the children in Imafon community, giving them an open space to explore their creativity. During 
the first quarter we had series of interesting activities with the children. We played board games that 
teach leadership, we taught them how better to read and write, we introduced them to need to keep 
their environment clean and we created music together from waste!  

Tony Joy and children at the 

rural children learning space  

Participants learning about 

leadership through games  
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We welcome you to our Rural Children Learning Space where learning meets with fun! 

See here for highlights! 

Imafon Bamboo Nursery Farm Project! 

We received a grant from the Pollination Project to start up a bamboo nursery farm in Imafon 
community. This is with the aim to restore the bamboo forest in the community as well as empower 
members of the community to convert their bamboo into a means of livelihood.  

Just picture a bamboo center where bicycles, musical instruments, picture farms, pens, jewelry, 
furniture and lots more are made out of bamboo! Yes, that is the picture that we see of the future. 
We are glad to be a proud recipient of the Pollination Project grant. We call this the beginning of 
many beginnings. Although it takes about 4 – 5 years for the bamboo to ready for use, we are so 
happy to watch the bamboo grow. And of course it is growing already!  

Click here to see a feature about this project by the Pollination Project! 

  

Leadership training! 

We started this in February 2018, with a goal to empower our participants to become leaders of 
change within their communities and also be able to successfully run an enterprise. This training was 
proposed to run for 2 months. We are pleased that we succeeded to train 6 participants from Ilado 
and Imafon communities. The training featured discussion and learning on leadership, marketing, the 
role of religion in development, book keeping, gender inequality, community participation and lots 
more. We had field trips to places like Springboard farms and Toniposy poultry to learn how to convert 
farm waste into a means of livelihood.  

Wetting the bamboo seedlings  Bamboo seedlings sprouting 

Planting the bamboo seedlings  

https://youtu.be/kKW1MVM01m0
https://thepollinationproject.org/grants-awarded/durian-imafon-bamboo-nursery-farm-project/
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 Briquettes from Saw dust! 

In Imafon women are often seen going into the bush carrying an axe to cut down trees to be used as 
fire wood. This poses a threat to the environment as well as puts the health of women at risk. But 
they have to cook and eat. There is a saw mill in the community; therefore heaps of sawdust exists 
that is often burnt. We decided to teach our participants how to make briquettes from saw dust and 
dried leaves as an alternative to felling of trees. During the training Emmanuel, one of the participants 
noted that “in the past they use to make something similar for cooking, but at some point they 
stopped and started using fire woods”. To increase production, we are currently working on creating a 
briquette making machine.  

 Bags from fabric waste! 

During one of the sessions at the leadership training, the participants told us they would love to learn 
how to make bags from fabric waste. Mrs. Ogunleye one of the participants said “I want to know how 
to make the bags so I can make school bags for my children”. Because they knew we don’t have 
sewing machines in the training space in Imafon, we went as far as Ilado community to speak with 
the person in charge of the community vocational skill center that has sewing machines that are used 
for training young people. Diviyem creations, a business outlet that makes bags, supported this 
training. We are glad to say that they can now all make school bags and some of them are already 
making income using this skill. We look forward to setting up a workspace and a self-help group 
where the trained participants and other women can come together to make school bags from fabric 
and fabric waste.  

 Soaps made from Cocoa pods! 

As a part of the leadership training, we also traveled from Imafon community to Idanre community to 
learn how to make black soaps (ose dudu as it is called in Yoruba) from cocoa pods.  Cocoa pods are 
often left in heaps to decay in Imafon and Ilado communities. But these pods can be converted into 
natural herbal soaps that are healthy for the skin. These soaps can create a means of livelihood for 
some members of the community. We will be setting up a soap making self-help group soon and you 
can order your black soaps from them. Now cocoa pods are no longer seen as a waste in Imafon and 
Ilado communities. 

   

 

 

Training on soap making from cocoa pods  Bags made by the participants 
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Our bamboo shed is ready! 

In January 2018, to create a safe training space for our participants, we started the reconstruction 
of our bamboo shed office. Before, this space used to be open without a roof and door so each time it 
rained we got wet. The hut and roof construction was completed in March 2018. We say thank you to 
all who supported to make this happen.  

 

My name is Tony Joy and I am the founder of Durian.  

I would like to share with you, why I started Durian. When I was 13, I tried killing myself, jumping in 
front of a taxi. The driver was skilled and just hit my foot.  
"You are a waste!" this I heard throughout my childhood. I grew up hating this world and life itself. At 
16, I left home, experiencing poverty, and low self-esteem. At 17 I gained admission into the 
university and had to take care of myself every day.  

To my great surprise, some of my course mates would come to me seeking advice on how to live their 
lives. Then gradually I started having friends and discovered my love for arts. I started paying 
attention to people around me. I realized that there are a lot of people who, like me feel like waste, or 
are treated as such. At 22, I decided to share my life with people like this especially those who are 
poor and marginalized. So I volunteered myself to clean up dumpsites as I wanted to work with the 
people who are often disregarded. But I fell in love with waste and realized that I am like waste that 
has been given another opportunity to retell my story. This realization led me into rural communities 
to work with the poor with a goal to also give them an opportunity to retell their story. 

I started my organization called Making a Difference Foundation teaching how to create products like 
backpacks, jewelry and table mats from pet bottles, fabric waste and bottle corks.   

With these experiences gathered on working with people and communities I was accepted to study 
leadership and social development in kanthari Training Institute in India. During this study I was 
equipped with skills and tools needed to understand more about rural 
development and I was able to create a much more tailored strategy. 
With this I started Durian.  

I have now realized that my story is not that of shame and pain but 
that of hope, strength and passion. All I wish to see now is empowered 
rural and marginalized communities who can now convert they waste 
into a means of livelihood and who have a voice.  

Before  After  

Tony Joy  
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Durian in the media 

The nineteen Initiative- https://www.instagram.com/p/BgT5QcPAhyD/  

 

Dear Friends/supporters, 
Without your help, we would not have been able to do this much in the first quarter of 2018.  

Therefore on behalf of our participants and the entire Durian team we say thank you very much for your 
ongoing support. Thank you also for helping us by sharing this newsletter. 

 

Warm regards, 
The entire Durian Team and Tony Joy 

 
If you wish to support the work of Durian, you can do this here. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH 
www.facebook.com/duriannigeria  

www.durian.org.ng 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/p/BgT5QcPAhyD/
http://www.durian.org.ng/make-a-donation/
http://www.facebook.com/duriannigeria
http://www.durian.org.ng/

